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During these final weeks of summer, we ask you to keep in mind the many giving opportunities 
available at Evergreen UMC.  A self-addressed envelope is included with this newsletter.   

 

Together we can do great things! 

Pokémon Go Reaches Evergreen  

You may recall that back in January, we shared the excit-
ing news that Evergreen UMC had been invited to take 
part in the Dakotas Conference church revitalization pro-
gram, “Journey Renewal.” At our meeting in February, 
the Administrative Council voted unanimously to move 
forward as a part of this program. Since then, Evergreen 
UMC has been taking part in monthly trainings and semi-
nars to help us discern together what living into the full-
ness of The UMC’s Mission to “Make New Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World” might 
look like here in Wahpeton. 
 
In March, this training was a powerful witness to what it 
can look and feel like to encounter “Breakthrough 
Prayer.” The team who attended this training was so in-
spired we couldn’t wait to bring it home to share it with 
you. Since then we have held weekly studies, sermon  

studies, and an afternoon seminar to discern together: 
how might God be looking to “breakthrough” in our 
community? How can we be praying together for God to 
breakthrough? We hope you are continuing to pray with 
us for a breakthrough as we continue our daily 6:18 
prayer challenge, praying at that time this prayer we of-
fer to God together: 
 
 Almighty God, breakthrough Evergreen UMC  
 and do bold new things in our lives and  
 community. Change our hearts and open our  
 ears to hear your voice.  Empower us to boldly 
 love and serve one another for the sake of your 
 kingdom, as together we seek to make new  
 disciples for the transformation of the world. 
 Amen. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Church Revitalization:  An Update on “Journey Renewal” 

A new cell phone app, based on the cartoon, Pokémon, is 

sweeping the country and has made its way to Evergreen.  

Pokémon Go is a free, location-based, mobile, reality game 

where players capture, battle and train virtual Pokémon crea-

tures who appear on players cell phone screens, as though 

the characters are in the real world.  Players travel physically 

to places on a virtual map in order to play the game.  In those 

places, the players compete in team-based competitions. 

 

Now the game has come to Evergreen.  Pastor Jen noticed 

unexpected visitors outside church and heard stories about 

churches that were part of the game.  She decided to 

download the game to find out what was going on.  After 

learning more about the game, she decided to advertise the 

fact that Evergreen had been designated as a game location. 

 

With the growing popularity of the game, Evergreen may see 

many more visitors in the months ahead.   

By Emily & Philip 

Parnell 
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The Praise Team Wants 
YOU! 

Now is the time to start considering joining Praise Team.  
The purpose of Evergreen Praise Team is to lead the 
congregation in preparation for worship. Practice is on 
Wednesday evening from 6:00 - 6:45. We welcome sing-
ers as well as individuals who have been blessed with a 
talent to play the drums (we have a drum set) or guitar 
(bring your own).   

Praise Team beginning practice date will be in the Sep-
tember news letter. 

Bonnie Beeson, Praise Team Coordinator 

 

Since March, we have continued to participate in 
monthly trainings (some just for pastors of churches in 
the program and others with our Evergreen leadership 
team). These trainings have reached from how to bring 
healthy changes, to discerning together what our spiri-
tual gifts are and how we might best utilize them in our 
community. 
 

In July, I attended our most recent training that invited us 
into a new phase of this program. We have been asked to 
conduct a self-study of our church and community so we 
might best discern where we have been, where we are 
today, and where we may be going in the future. Ques-
tions in this study range from quantitative data such as 

average worship attendance and number of staff per-
sons, all the way to subjective data such as what commit-
ments or practices we understand to best characterize 
our congregation. 
 

Even as we begin to collect this data and have conversa-
tions around what this information will mean in the life 
of our congregation, other trainings will continue. In both 
August and September, our Journey Renewal Team 
(Bonnie Anderson, Tiana Bohn, Becky Dockter, Bryan 
Metcalf, Wayne Millar & Pastor Jen) will attend trainings 
focused on getting to know our community and reaching 
out, and growing generous givers. Interested in learning 
more? Contact one of the team members, or let Pastor 
Jen know if you might be interested in attending one of 
these workshops with us. 

(Journey Renewal:  Continued from page 1) 

Parishioners, Potluck and Pool in the 
Park!!!  By Becky Olson 
 

On Sunday, July 31st we will be having an outdoor ser-
vice at 9:00 near Langendorfer shelter in Chahinkapa 
park (near the pool). PARISHIONERS from Breckenridge 
and Fairmount Methodist Churches will be joining 
us.  We will have a POTLUCK in the shelter following 
the service and we have rented the POOL from 10-12 
for swimming! There is limited seating available in the 
shelter for those who prefer not to walk across the 
grass, so bring a lawn chair or a blanket if you are 
able.  In case of bad weather, we will have the service 
at Evergreen with potluck to follow. 

Pastor Paul Lint, Director of Wesley Acres 

Camp in Dazey, ND, shares the message on 

Sunday, July 17. Continuing our summer se-

ries: “The Book of Acts: Courageous Faith,” 

Pastor Paul spoke of the importance of em-

bracing our connection to one another by go-

ing out into the world to serve others beyond 

the doors of our church. One of the ways he 

does so is by inviting people to experience 

Christ in unique ways through the life-giving 

experience of camp. 

Embracing Our Connections to Serve 

Those Outside the Church 
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              UMW News and Announcements             By Denise Eastin

The heat of the summer can be tiring, but it has not stopped UMW activities and gatherings.  Members of UMW at 
enjoyed meeting on July 28th for their annual Salad Luncheon.  Joy Circle and UMW members at large hosted the 
event.  The UMW Executive Committee prior to the Luncheon to review Evergreen’s UMW mission goals for 2017 
and to complete the Mission Today report for the Conference.  Woman of Mission (Jewel of a Woman)  recommen-
dations were considered and our monetary pledge to Conference Mission Projects was also considered.  (More de-
tails to follow next month.) 
 

Soon, the UMW Nominating Committee will begin making phone calls to suggest your participation (or continued 
participation) as an officer in UMW.  If you’ve ever thought to yourself, “I could do that!” then here’s your chance to 
test your wings.  We’re very blessed here at Evergreen to have so many talented women and so many women to 
support them!  Like the Sunday school song of our youth, we learned that … “This little light of mine, I’m gonna make 
it shine …”  
 

If you haven’t already turned in your UMW Reading Program level list for 2016, please do so by August 5th.  Lois 
Berndt, Program Resources, is looking forward to your submissions.  She is anxious to include you in receiving your 
due recognition by the Conference for your accomplishments. 
 

How’s your garden doing this year?  I am prayerful that you will have a bountiful garden, one that will supply you and 
your family an overflow of produce to can 
and to donate to Evergreen’s Fall Bazaar!  
The Bazaar is always looking for volunteers to 
take leadership roles in guiding the Bazaar on 
its successful path, as well as exciting interest 
within the community on our many offerings 
of a delicious luncheon, crafts, sewing, home-
made items, home canned goods, baked 
goods, and absolutely fabulous fresh donuts.  
Plus welcoming everyone to an afternoon of 
dining and fellowship.  Won’t you participate 
in this Mission Minded Event?  The Fall Ba-
zaar is our opportunity to welcome the Com-
munity into our church and to raise money 
for mission projects as well as raising money 
for the General Fund of Evergreen UMC.   
 

Our biggest asset to our Bazaar’s success is 
our prayerful reputation for offering a warm 
and welcoming respite to those in our com-
munity looking for a fun and relaxing way of 
spending an afternoon with friends and ac-
quaintances. 
 

The next General Meeting of UMW will be 
held September 8th at 7pm.    

  1 - Ed Olson 
  1 - Carmen/Jeanette Plummer* 
  1 - Roger/Nancy Richels* 
  3 - Dee Boyer 
  4 - Kristie Boyer 
  4 - Duane/Jolynn Werner* 
  7 - John Poppen  
  7 - Elliott Olson 
  8 - RayAnna Jorgenson 
  9 - Leah Dokken 
10 - Tyrel Rau 
12 - Marlyn/Joan Fredericksen* 
13 - Mark Stevens 
13 - Lisa Jaixen 
13 - Sophie Lutgen 
14 - Grace Ehlers 
15 - Carmen Plummer 
15 - Darrel Boyer 
16 - Irina Astvatsaturova 
16 - Tom Stone 
17 - Morgan Burrer 
17 - Rachel Olson 
17 - Susan/Michael Rittenour* 
17 - Matt/Becky Dockter* 
18 - Jack Nagel 
18 - Mike Nagel 

18 - Cicely/Justin Biel* 
19 - Ryan Smith 
19 - Claire Boyer 
19 - Jodi Sand 
20 - Austin Maddock 
20 - Tony Baier 
21 - Rick Krueger 
22 - Kennedy Taylor 
23 - Brian Boyer 
23 - Daryl Johnson 
23 - Fred Walter 
24 - Velora Hensley 
24 - Dale/Janice Deike*  
25 - Arline Worner 
25 - Alan Dahlman 
28 - Randy/Trudi Smith*  
29 - John Maddock 
29 - Michael Poppen 
29 - Draven Schillinger 
30 - Harper Meyer 
  

  

 

 

Evergreen Celebrates August 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
*Denotes anniversaries 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+women+logo&view=detailv2&&id=5C1A5898D1BB7D46EEC11184286B4EC8EC8A6810&selectedIndex=0&ccid=PpiyQU9Z&simid=608019326638686940&thid=OIP.M3e98b2414f59690e72caf56028fa78b6H0
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Monthly Offering  

Totals through July 24th: 

$11,771 

Monthly Need: 

$19,002 

Noisy Bucket Offering:  $53.00 

Evergreen Staff 
701-642-6202 

Pastor: Reverend Jen Tyler 
 evergreenpastor@702com.net 
Administrative Asst: Julie McGovern 
 evergreenoffice@702com.net 
Newsletter: Dr. Philip Parnell 

Church Finances Keep 
Pace with Expenses 
By Wayne Millar, Finance Chair 
 

GOOD NEWS!!! As of the end of June, our general 
budget income has kept pace with our expenses.  
Year-to-date receipts were $102,629 and YTD Dis-
bursements were $103,457.  The shortfall was $828, 
which means the 2016 YTD receipts covered 99.2%  
of the 2016 YTD expenses.  These numbers are much 
better than what we have seen in prior years. Thank 
you for faithfully giving to our church’s financial 
needs.   
 
 

“THRIVE” Fund Drive Update 
 

The Dakotas Conference of the United Methodist 
Church’s capital development fund drive is called 
“THRIVE”.  Evergreen UMC has committed to giving 
$4,000 to the Thrive fund for five years.  So far 
twenty-two Evergreen family units have pledged a 
total of $3,825 toward our 2016 year commitment.  
Some gifts have been received from members who 
did not make a formal pledge, so if all the pledges are 
fulfilled, we should be able to meet our 2016 year 
goal.   
 

Currently, we have received and sent to the Dakotas 
Conference a total of $2,690.  If by the end of 2016 
we have collected more than $4,000 the overage will 
be applied to commitment for the year of 2017.  If 
you have any questions or would like to contribute to 
the THRIVE fund, please contact Pastor Jen or Julie at 
the church office. 

MISSIONS NEWS:  AUGUST – 2016 

                                              By Jan Moore 

THANK YOU!!! everyone for your help  
with donations of school supplies.  During the  
month of AUGUST the “ONE THING” collection 
is for the back pack food program as the next  
school year is starting soon!  We have been  
asked to donate:  18 OUNCE JARS OF PEANUT BUTTER.   
Look for the totes in the Fellowship Hall for your donation. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
AUGUST 22, 2016 – NDSCS Welcome. Evergreen will join 
the Ministerial Association in this event at the college 
welcoming the new students.  We will have a table and 
will be able to share our information with many of the 
students from 5-6:30 pm, that evening. If you would like 
to volunteer to help , please contact Jan Moore. 
 
OCTOBER 29-30, 2016 - ALWAYS looking for more in-
volvement.  We have made the decision to donate our 
hands-on mission to the Spirit Lake Ministry Center 
working with Mike and Libby Flowers, to fulfill the theme 
of the 2016 Annual Conference which is “Living Gener-
ously; Unleashing God’s Gifts”.  This year’s offering, 
“10,000 Hours Miracle Offering” has both a hands-on 
and financial component.  We are invited to live gener-
ously by investing our time to impact lives through our 
conference ministries.  The hope is to have 10 people 
from each church pledging 10 hours of service to one of 
the conference ministries and to raise $100,000 to fund 
10,000 hours of Internship.   A sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board.  On site housing is available.  The project 
will be determined by how many hands we have.  There 
is still time to get involved!! 
 
FEBRUARY 2017 – We haven’t had enough interest to 
send a full mission team from Evergreen to the Domini-
can Republic.  We have been invited to join another 
team from Flame of Faith in West Fargo.  They are send-
ing a team to the Dominican Republic February 5-19, 
2017.  They have welcomed anyone interested with open 
arms.  Their next official team meeting is scheduled Sep-
tember 7, 2016.  This is the date money has to be put 
down to purchase plane tickets.  Our contact person, 
Carol Knodle indicated she would gladly drive down to 
Wahpeton prior to that date if anyone is interested.  
Please contact her if you are, Carol Knodle’s email: mer-
rilkno@aol.com  

mailto:merrilkno@aol.com
mailto:merrilkno@aol.com
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

  

  

1 2 

6 pm, Trustees 

Meeting 

3 

6 pm, Bible Study 

7 pm, Prayer 

Walk 

4 5 

UMW Reading 

Program Dead-

line 

6 

7 

9 am, Worship 

10 am, Coffee 

8 9 

6 pm, Worship 

Committee 

7 pm, Journey 

Renewal Training 

10 

6 pm, Bible Study 

7 pm, Prayer 

Walk 

11 12 13 

14  

9 am, Worship 

(Noisy Buckets) 

10 am, Coffee 

15 

 

16 17 

6 pm, Bible Study 

7 pm, Prayer 

Walk 

18 19 20 

21 

9 am, Worship 

10 am, Coffee 

22 

 

 

5 pm, NDSCS 

Student Wel-

come 

23 24 

6 pm, Bible Study 

7 pm, Prayer 

Walk 

25 26 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLE 

DEADLINE 

27 

JOURNEY   

RENEWAL 

TRAINING @ 

JAMESTOWN 

28 

9 am, Worship 

10 am, Coffee 

29 30 31 

12:30 pm, News-

letter Folding 

7 pm, Prayer 

Walk 
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MISSIONS NEWS:  AUGUST – 2016 

                                              By Jan Moore 

THANK YOU!!! everyone for your help  
with donations of school supplies.  During the  
month of AUGUST the “ONE THING” collection 
is for the back pack food program as the next  
school year is starting soon!  We have been  
asked to donate:  18 OUNCE JARS OF PEANUT BUTTER.   
Look for the totes in the Fellowship Hall for your donation. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
AUGUST 22, 2016 – NDSCS Welcome. Evergreen will join 
the Ministerial Association in this event at the college 
welcoming the new students.  We will have a table and 
will be able to share our information with many of the 
students from 5-6:30 pm, that evening. If you would like 
to volunteer to help , please contact Jan Moore. 
 
OCTOBER 29-30, 2016 - ALWAYS looking for more in-
volvement.  We have made the decision to donate our 
hands-on mission to the Spirit Lake Ministry Center 
working with Mike and Libby Flowers, to fulfill the theme 
of the 2016 Annual Conference which is “Living Gener-
ously; Unleashing God’s Gifts”.  This year’s offering, 
“10,000 Hours Miracle Offering” has both a hands-on 
and financial component.  We are invited to live gener-
ously by investing our time to impact lives through our 
conference ministries.  The hope is to have 10 people 
from each church pledging 10 hours of service to one of 
the conference ministries and to raise $100,000 to fund 
10,000 hours of Internship.   A sign-up sheet is on the 
bulletin board.  On site housing is available.  The project 
will be determined by how many hands we have.  There 
is still time to get involved!! 
 
FEBRUARY 2017 – We haven’t had enough interest to 
send a full mission team from Evergreen to the Domini-
can Republic.  We have been invited to join another 
team from Flame of Faith in West Fargo.  They are send-
ing a team to the Dominican Republic February 5-19, 
2017.  They have welcomed anyone interested with open 
arms.  Their next official team meeting is scheduled Sep-
tember 7, 2016.  This is the date money has to be put 
down to purchase plane tickets.  Our contact person, 
Carol Knodle indicated she would gladly drive down to 
Wahpeton prior to that date if anyone is interested.  
Please contact her if you are, Carol Knodle’s email: mer-
rilkno@aol.com  

Blood Drive at Evergreen UMC 

mailto:merrilkno@aol.com
mailto:merrilkno@aol.com
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Peder and Bonnie Anderson Prepare for Journey to Albania         By Bonnie Anderson 
   

We have been invited to assist in a training event in Albania in November 
of this year.  We were invited by a friend, Joy Philips, World Gospel Mission 
Compassionate Care Coordinator.  Joy and a colleague visited WGM mis-
sionaries, Nathan and Cydil Waggoner in Albania in the spring.  While walk-
ing around mountain villages, she sensed what the villages needed was 
“wholistic transformation.”  She thought of us (Peder and Bonnie) right 
away as persons that could assist in the process.  After much prayer and 
listening to God we said “yes” to assist in the training.  It is hoped that it 
will develop in an ongoing relationship of supporting, teaching and mentor-
ing of the WGM staff in ministry in Albania.  But first we need to attend a 
training ourselves to help prepare us.  We will be attending Community 
Health Evangelism (CHE) Training in Missouri, August 15-19.  
 

What is CHE?   CHE is a Christ-centered educational program that equips 
communities to identify issues and mobilize resources to achieve positive, 
sustainable change. Lives and communities are transformed as people 
come to Christ and work together to address local needs.  CHE seamlessly integrates evangelism and discipleship 
with community health and development for the purpose of transformed lives and communities. 
 

Please pray for us especially during our week of training.  We are also reading about Albanian culture, history, and 
religion.  We hope to share more with you about this opportunity for us to serve in Albania in the weeks to come.  
We covet your partnership with us. 

 
United Blood Services Will Visit Evergreen 

By Linda Bailey 
 

United Blood Services will once again be at Evergreen 
United Methodist Church on Monday, August  22nd  from 
11:30 am - 6 pm and Tuesday, August 23rd from 1:45-6 pm  
Donating blood is one way of sharing God’s love for oth-
ers. We are grateful for all the donors in the past and hop-
ing for a good turnout again.  
 

If you think you qualify you may preregister on their web-
site savinglives@bloodhero.com You need to be at least 
16 years old and weigh at least 110 lbs. Please bring your 
notification card and your identification with you on the 
day you are to donate. 
 

Other volunteers needed will be for registration, callers, 
for serving lunch, and for providing cookies for both days. 
Blood donors and other volunteers should call Linda Bai-
ley at 642-4928. 
 

On behalf of United Blood Services, Evergreen United 
Methodist Church and all the patients who will benefit 
from this service, we thank all the donors and volunteers 
who participate. 

Three of our reserve delegates sitting in for our 

delegates at North Central Jurisdictional Con-

ference.  From left to right: Pastor Jenny Hal-

lenbeck, Pastor Jen Tyler, and Natalie Buck. 

Our congratulations to Hannah 

Schradick and Marc Pritchard.  

They were married by Pastor 

Jen on Saturday, July 9 at 

Evergreen UMC. 



Pastor’s Ponderings 
Once every four years, United Methodists from around our North Central Jurisdiction (the regional body of United 
Methodists that includes The Dakotas, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio) meet to 
conduct the business of our Church. I was honored to be elected by clergy of the Dakotas to attend this gathering 
in Peoria, IL as an alternate clergy delegate. From July 12-16, we gathered to worship, study, pray, conduct busi-
ness (such as passing our budget for the next four years), and elect and appoint our bishops. 
 

This year, we had 4 bishops in our area retiring, which meant we needed to elect from among our clergy 4 new 
leaders who would become bishops to serve as our spiritual leaders. While most clergy are eligible to be elected 
as bishop, 17 clergy offered themselves as candidates willing to serve in this capacity. In the weeks leading up to 
this conference, our delegation from the Dakotas met to pray, discern, and interview each of these candidates. 
Upon arrival in Peoria, this discernment only heightened as we again heard from each candidate about how God 
is working through them, and how they might be called to serve in this way. 
 

This was my first time taking part in this process, and I have to admit: I wasn’t sure what to expect. I was con-
cerned it would feel political and more like work than a sacred process. Yet I am happy to report that these con-
cerns were all for nothing, as God’s gracious and abundant Spirit was present throughout the process, sometimes 
even surprising us by how very sacred this human process could be. 
 

For example: the moment our first bishop was elected (quickly followed by the second, as they were elected on 
the same ballot), is one I will not soon forget. Bishop Trimble (Iowa) was presiding, and offered a simple state-
ment: “The results are in. We have an election!” 
 

Suddenly everyone in the room began rejoicing. Most jumped to their feet, applauding and celebrating this new 
bishop of the church, giving thanks to God for this gifted leader even before they had been named. Upon naming 
her (Bishop Tracy Smith Malone), the celebration only heightened as she was led on stage with her family, em-
braced warmly by the other bishops who were waiting there for her, and given a pin that, from then on, would 
identify her as a United Methodist Bishop. She addressed the body for the first time as an episcopal leader, in 
turn being greeted with yet another celebration made up of abundant cheers, applause, thanksgiving to God, and, 
in my case: joyful tears. 
 

I wish words could describe to you the sacredness of that moment, or that followed the 3 times thereafter as 
each of our new bishops were elected, named, and (a few days later) consecrated. With each leader’s election 
and naming, there was one thing abundantly clear in ways I did not anticipate. That is: God’s Spirit was on the 
move in surprising and holy ways. There was no denying that in these moments we, the church, were indeed fol-
lowing God’s will. 
 

Can you imagine how different our lives might be if we could be this certain of our mission, calling, and obedience 
to God’s will in our daily lives — both as individuals, and as a community? 

 

That is what I am continuing to ponder this week. That I am grateful for, and forever 
want to be a part of, the Church I experienced over those 5 days in Peoria, IL. I want 
to forever be a part of this church that loves God, listens to the Spirit, and is led to 
love our neighbors well. 
 

May it be so for us here in Wahpeton, and throughout our United Methodist connec-
tion.  
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Jen Tyler 
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Parishioners, Potluck and Pool in the Park!!!                         
                         By Becky Dockter 
 

On Sunday, July 31st we will be having an outdoor service at 9:00 am, near 

Langendorfer shelter in Chahinkapa park (near the pool). PARISHIONERS 

from Breckenridge and Fairmount Methodist Churches will be joining 

us.  We will have a POTLUCK in the shelter following the service and we 

have rented the POOL from 10 am to 12 noon,  for swimming! There is 

limited seating available in the shelter for those who prefer not to walk 

across the grass, so bring a lawn chair or a blanket if you are able. Coolers  

with ice will be available and there are outlet in the shelter. Plates, cups & 

utensils will be provided. In case of bad weather, we will have the service at 

Evergreen with potluck to follow.  

Remember the Noisy Bucket       

Offering!  

Second Sunday of  each month.  

Proceeds support the Three Rivers 

Crisis Center - Kids Connection. 

 


